
 
From the Fields: Planting and dormancy 

 
In 2015, WestBred® wheat will provide readers with field reports of the regionally 
specific trends and forecasts within the wheat growing industry.  

Throughout January and February we spoke with our Regional Commercial 
Managers to get a feel for winter wheat planting and weather during dormancy has 
been. The next report will be available mid-April. 

 
 
Montana (Most of Montana and most of Wyoming) 
According to Ryan Holt, Montana’s Regional Commercial Manager, conditions were 
ideal for planting winter wheat in fall 2014 — and so far, he rates this winter wheat 
season “good to excellent.” The wheat was planted on time, had good fall growth, 
and has had opportune winter coverage with two feet of snow.  

By comparison, the 2013 to 2014 winter wheat season started very dry and 
resulted in what Holt calls a “pretty good” growing season, with minor impact from 
Wheat Streak Mosaic and Wheat Stripe Rust. Considering the continued moisture 
and good growing conditions this winter season, Holt says there could be concern 
over these diseases closer to harvest. But, as he says, “A lot can happen between 
now and spring.”  

 
Northern Region (North Dakota, South Dakota and Wisconsin) 
Steve Sebesta, Northern Regional Commercial Manager, reports that winter wheat 
was planted with adequate moisture in most parts of the Northern region. North 
Dakota experienced extremely wet planting on some acres compared to the 2013 
season. North Dakota planted 870,000 acres in 2013; this year it was less than 
400,000 acres according to the National Agricultural Statistics Service.  

Overall, Sebesta says acreage is up in his region and he thinks it has “good 
potential” — although, growers are “cautiously optimistic.” January is too early to 
assess outcomes, but November was much colder, with below zero temperatures, 
and so far, offers insufficient snow coverage in most states. This means growers are 
cautious of winter survival (particularly winter kill).  
 
Northwest Region (Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Western Montana and Utah) 
Tim Watts, Northwest Regional Commercial Manager, says seeding in his region was 
a little late because growers were waiting for good moisture. Since then, moisture 
has been adequate.  
 The region recently received snow cover, which helps compensate for the 
extreme cold during the first part of November. The snow also provides good 



moisture for spring planting conditions. Compared to last year, there’s more 
moisture. Overall Watts says, “Winter wheat looks pretty tough coming out of the 
early cold, but it looks like it will survive.”  
 
Central Region (Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas and parts of Wyoming) 

According to Chris Hansen, Central RCM, the number of acres planted of 
winter wheat decreased since 2013 planting season. Colorado and Kansas were 
down by more than a half-million acres combined. Conversely, acreage was up in 
Nebraska and Wyoming, but not enough to offset the reduction from the other 
states.   

Hansen says mild weather and good moisture resulted in opportune planting 
conditions across most of the region. Although the early warm temperatures last fall 
allowed the winter wheat to keep growing into November before it went dormant, it 
could pose a concern to growers in drought stricken areas. The low ground moisture 
levels will be something growers will need to look out for later this season. 
Additionally, the recent warmth in January may have led to some of the winter crop 
trying to break dormancy, which growers will be able to tell in the coming weeks. If 
wheat becomes active due to warm weather, and then the cold drops again — it 
could damage the wheat. 
 Hansen says this year’s growing season has been better than last year’s, 
which was dry and cold going into the spring. Diseases weren’t a big issue last year 
with the drought, but this year could be different because there were some areas of 
Stripe Rust and Leaf Rust prior to dormancy. These will only be an issue if the rusts 
make their way from the South to this region in the spring.  
 
Southwest Region (California, Nevada, Arizona and parts of New Mexico) 

Dale Clark, Southwest RCM, says growers had good moisture during planting 
and that a warm October facilitated stand establishment. And, the wheat appears to 
have survived the cold November. He says that warmer-than-normal temperatures 
combined with very little snow cover could be a concern to growers if the 
temperature drops, but the upcoming forecast doesn’t call for this. 
 Clark thinks Fusarium Head Blight (Scab) will continue to be problematic as 
corn continues to gain acreage — and, that a warmer winter might contribute to an 
upswing of Yellow Stripe Rust, but none has been reported.  
 
Southern Region (Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico) 
John Fenderson, Southern RCM, says the crop looks better across the region as a 
whole than it has in a few years. He says the winter wheat growing season began 
similarly to last year’s season, with good planting conditions. However, Fenderson 
says this winter wheat season fared better with more rain, which resulted in better 
growth compared to the dry and cold 2013-2014 season. He says growth is good 
this year, and suggests there might be more cattle turned out on wheat this year 
than what he remembers of recent years.  
 Disease has been slightly problematic this season, he reports. Stripe rust 
infections are present over large areas of Texas and have reached Southern 
Oklahoma. Although cold weather has stopped the progression of disease, as 



moisture and mild conditions return, it will continue to spread and require 
treatment to prevent yield loss. There have also been some pests present such as 
Bird Oat Cherry Aphids and minimal Winter grain Mites.  
   
Eastern Region (East of the western borders of Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, 
Iowa, and Wisconsin) 
 Jon Stafford, Monsanto Eastern RCM, says the planting season was short in 
the Eastern region, with only a two-week window in the northern portion. The price 
in the Southeast led to growers planting less than the intended amount of wheat. On 
the other hand, the East Coast had a good fall season and planted the intended 
amount of wheat. 
 Stafford says this season is comparable to last year’s season, with a little less 
snow in the central area of the Eastern region. Because there were issues with 
Fusarium Head Blight Scab and Stem Rust last year, growers will need to watch 
closely for those diseases and might need to consider spraying a fungicide this 
spring.  
 

 


